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121 E Railroad Avenue 

Port Angeles, WA 98382 

MARC ABSHIRE 
       (360) 775-5661 

director@portangeles.org 

 
PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:  
 
 
Current  Executive Director                            Port Angeles, WA 
        Port Angeles Chamber of Commerce 
   Selected by the Port Angeles Chamber Board of Directors to 

provide a new, inspired, and strategic focus to a business 
community in need of solid leadership, marketing experience, 
networking and collaboration skills, and more effective and 
profitable business development and support programs. 

 
2014 – 2016  Executive Director                        Poulsbo, WA 
        Poulsbo Chamber of Commerce 

Achieved unprecedented member retention numbers, business 
development programs, and net profit results on behalf of 
Chamber membership and its Board of Directors.  Built and 
sustained relationships with community, government, and 
higher education organizations, and forged new connections with 
strategic partners to ensure that the Chamber will remain a 
strong, relevant non-profit business and economic influence in 
the region.   
 

2013 – 2014  Vice President, Communications         Washington, DC 
   Corporation for Public Broadcasting (CPB) 
   Developed and implemented strategic communications and 

public awareness strategies for CPB.  Increased CPB’s exposure 
in the media as a public media system leader, and as a major 
national funder of education programs and journalism 
initiatives.  Created marketing communications plans, website 
and Intranet content, and social media channels to effectively 
communicate CPB’s mission, priorities, and values.  Wrote 
speeches, press releases, and reports to the CPB Board of 

Directors and the U.S. Congress on behalf of the CPB President 
and CEO, as well as other senior leaders at CPB. 

 
2010 – 2013  Corporate Communications Consultant         Bethesda, MD  
   Eston Enterprises 

Clients included Interpol, VeriTrust, U.S. Marshals Service, R&G 
Specialty Products, and ABET (engineering education 
accreditation).  Served as ABET’s acting Managing Director of 
Communications and Marketing, and built the non-profit 



company’s first-ever public relations and stakeholder outreach 
programs, as well as led ABET’s successful website redesign and 
rebranding projects.  Supported BroadSoft as Director of Public 
Relations and helped BroadSoft prepare to become a publicly 
held company.  Examples of other projects include speech 
coaching the Director of Interpol and the Deputy Director of the 
U.S. Marshals Service, and managing public relations and 
fundraising campaigns for start-up companies VeriTrust, Do 
Good Often Enterprises, and R&G Specialty Products. 

 
2006 – 2010    Director, Corporate Communications           Sterling, VA 
   NeuStar 
   Responsible for NeuStar’s image, visibility, and reputation 

among international, national, and trade media and targeted 
customers.  Developed and implemented broad-based 
communications campaigns supporting the company’s 
relationship with journalists and industry analysts, and was 
corporate spokesperson for NeuStar’s international news 
bureau.  Provided strategic communications solutions to the 
business units of NeuStar, as well as government relations, 
investor relations, human resources, and C-level executives.  
Directed internal communications programs for employees 
located worldwide; developed corporate marketing materials; and 
led website content management, corporate presentations and 
speeches, and tradeshow exhibitions.  

 
2002 – 2006 Director, Regional Communications        Linthicum, MD 

Northrop Grumman Corporation 
Led team of eight account managers to provide internal 
communications, public relations, advertising, marketing, and 
tradeshow exhibitions for the business divisions. Directed 
strategic communications campaigns targeting international 
regions, including Europe, Middle East and Africa, and Israel.  
Wrote and edited marketing materials, press releases, and other 
internal and external media.  Assigned for 18 months as 
speechwriter for the Chairman and CEO, Dr. Ronald Sugar. 

 
2000 - 2002  Speechwriter            Pentagon, VA 

Office of the Secretary of the Air Force      
Led research staff and wrote speeches, remarks, congressional 
testimony, and articles for publication on behalf of the Secretary 
and Under Secretary of the Air Force for both the President 
Clinton and the President Bush administrations, including The 
Honorable James Roche, The Honorable F. Whitten Peters, The 
Honorable Carol DiBatiste, and The Honorable Peter Teets.        

 
1997 - 2000       Chief, Commander’s Staff Group           Naples, Italy 

NATO Headquarters AIRSOUTH 
Supervised a multinational, administrative staff to provide public 
affairs, human resources planning, exercise operations, protocol, 



conference planning and security for allied general officers from 
six NATO countries and for over 200 headquarters personnel. 

 
1994 – 1997      Operations Officer              Vandenberg AFB, CA 
     Western Range 

Supervised over 400 military, civilian, and contractor personnel 
for range operations to support all space launch, aeronautical 
test, and space surveillance activities on the Western Range.     
 

1991 - 1994       Executive Officer to the Director of Plans       Colorado Springs, CO 
   HQ Air Force Space Command 

Supervised an executive staff providing administration and 
quality management for the planning directorate.  Developed 
long range plans for future space system operations. Created the 

first AF Space Strategy and first AF Space Command Roadmap.  
 

1987 - 1991       Assistant Professor of English        Colorado Springs, CO 
   U.S. Air Force Academy 

Taught advanced and introductory literature, composition, and 
speech courses over 8 semesters.  Course Director of Creative 
Writing, Contemporary Literature, and Freshman Composition 
courses. As Advisor-In-Charge of the English major, developed 
academic plans, goals, and counseling programs for cadets.     

 
 

EDUCATION: 
 

     Master of Arts   University of Colorado-Boulder 
  English Literature - Creative Writing  

       1987 
 

     Bachelor of Science  U.S. Air Force Academy 
  Management 
  1982 

 
OUTSIDE INTERESTS: 
 

• Former youth sports coach – soccer, softball, and basketball 

• Marine vessel and brightwork finisher 

• Singer/songwriter 

• Published poet and writer 

• Home renovation and remodeling 

• Fluent at the conversational level in the Italian language 




