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The Honorable Richard Shelby, Chair 
The Honorable Jeanne Shaheen,  
Ranking Member  
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies, U.S. Senate 
 
The Honorable Lisa Murkowski, Chair 
The Honorable Tom Udall, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies, U.S. Senate 
 
 

The Honorable John Culberson, Chair 
The Honorable José Serrano, Ranking Member 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, Science, 
and Related Agencies, U.S. House of 
Representatives 
 
The Honorable Ken Calvert, Chair 
The Honorable Betty McCollum,  
Ranking Member  
Subcommittee on Interior, Environment, and 
Related Agencies, U.S. House of Representatives 
 

April 29, 2017 

 

Honorable Chair Shelby, Murkowski, Culberson, and Calvert, and Ranking Members Shaheen, Udall, 
Serrano, and McCollum: 

The recovery of Puget Sound is at a critical juncture. To date, this effort has been lauded as an example of 
partnership and innovation, receiving bipartisan support and federal designation as an Estuary of National 
Significance. We want to communicate the importance of sustained federal support, and make sure that 
you are aware of the damage—economic, cultural, social, and ecological—that will result if the 
President’s proposed federal budget cuts are implemented.  

The successful and continued implementation of this large-scale restoration effort has been due in large 
part to the Puget Sound Geographic Program, which has enabled implementation of a regional (and 
federally approved) recovery plan. This plan is built with extensive partner engagement and is technically 
reviewed, ranked, and tracked for results by the Puget Sound Partnership (the Partnership). Like 27 other 
national estuary programs around the country, the Partnership is sustained by the National Estuary 
Program (NEP) base funds, with a modest but consistent $600,000 per year. Additionally, the multi-state 
Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund (PCSRF), administered by the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), has enabled focus on salmon recovery. 

These funds are managed in an integrated fashion, achieving greater results together than they 
could achieve alone. The loss of any of these critical pieces will significantly impact this whole 
system.  

Last year, our shared local, regional, tribal, state, non-profit, and business actions became even more 
powerful by the formation of a Puget Sound federal task force, which aligns and leverages federal efforts 
with the regional recovery plan. Federal partners recognized the value of collaborating in an effort that is: 

 Creating jobs in a variety of industries (including food, hospitality, sustainable forestry, international 
trade, and international oil transport protection and spill prevention). Specific examples include: 

o Washington state leads the nation in production of farmed clams, oysters, and mussels, 
employing more than 3,200 people and providing an estimated $270 million in economic 
impact.  

o The state’s marine industry, which includes fishing fleets, ports, and seafood processors, 
generates $30 billion annually.  
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o The natural assets in Puget Sound provide a competitive advantage to key industries that 
compete globally for highly skilled talent. 

o Of the state’s tourism and recreational spending, 80 percent is tied to Puget Sound. 
 

 Helping to fulfill the federal government’s trust obligations to the 17 Puget Sound tribes and 
protecting tribal treaty rights and reserved treaty resources. 

 Emphasizing incentive-based, non-regulatory approaches to reach recovery goals.  

 Sharing learning from continuous innovation with recovery efforts across the nation. 

 Strongly driven by local engagement and local decisions. 

 Focused on investments that benefit a wide range of interests—including aquaculture, agriculture, 
safety, public health, recreation, employment, preservation of cultural identity, and human welfare. 

 Leveraging funds from multiple sources, resulting in high returns on investment.  

 Ensuring that decisions are informed by learning, technical expertise, and science.  
 Providing a strong basis for encouraging British Columbia and the Canadian government, with 

whom we share this Salish Sea, to increase their provincial and federal investment. 

It would be devastating to the Puget Sound ecosystem and economy for the federal government to 
disinvest in this work at this time. If our efforts are disrupted now, the options left to us in the future are 
not only more expensive, but may also prove ineffective after further degradation. Our ecosystem is 
balanced on the edge of potentially irreversible changes beyond which critical and cherished species—
such as our resident orca whales and the salmon upon which they depend for survival—may not recover.  

Our local governments already invest heavily in protecting Puget Sound through stormwater 
management, critical area designations, shoreline protection, and other programs and investments. The 
state has similarly engaged in its responsibilities for clean and healthy water resources that support the 
economies and jobs that depend upon them. Tribal governments throughout Puget Sound provide 
important leadership, investments, and valuable technical expertise toward achieving recovery goals. We 
ask for continued and commensurate partnership by the federal government.  

As Congress completes its work on funding for fiscal year 2018, the undersigned ask you to ensure that 
the final appropriations measure includes: 

 Level funding of $28 million for the Puget Sound Geographic Program.  

 Level funding of $65 million for the Pacific Coastal Salmon Recovery Fund, for which Alaska, 
California, Idaho, Oregon, and Washington compete. 

 Level funding of $26.5 million for the nationwide National Estuary Program, including 
$600,000 for each estuary of national significance. 

Details of the President’s budget proposal are not yet clear, but we are concerned that these critical 
investments are in jeopardy. We thank you for your past support and urge your continued support for 
Puget Sound recovery.  

Thank you for considering our request. 
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Individual Signatories 
 
Andrew Berger 
Stock Assessment Biologist 
Puyallup Tribe Fisheries Department 

Sarah Brown 
Vice-Chair 
Snohomish Marine Resources 
Advisory Committee 

Sherrie Duncan 
Principal Fish Biologist/Restoration 
Ecologist 
Sky Environmental LLC 
 

Timothy Essington 
Professor 
University of Washington 

Charlotte Garrido 
County Commissioner 
Kitsap County 

Joe Gaydos 
Science Director 
SeaDoc Society 
 

Courtney Gregoire 
Commissioner 
Port of Seattle 

Chris Gregoire 
Former Governor 
State of Washington 

Denis Hayes 
President & CEO 
Bullitt Foundation 
 

Martha Kongsgaard 
Chair 
Washington Marine Resources 
Advisory Council 

Wayne G. Landis 
Director 
Institute of Environmental 
Toxicology 
Huxley College of the Environment 
Western Washington University 
 

Jay Manning 
Chair 
Puget Sound Partnership Leadership 
Council 

Don Meyer 
Commissioner 
Port of Tacoma 

Markus Naugle 
Regional Director 
SeaDoc Society 

Vince O'Halloran 
Puget Sound Ports Council 
Maritime Trades Department AFL-
CIO 
 

Gerry O'Keefe 
Senior Director of Environmental 
Affairs 
Washington Public Ports Association 
 

Betsy Peabody 
Executive Director 
Puget Sound Restoration Fund 

Timothy Quinn, Ph.D. 
Puget Sound Partnership Science 
Panel 

Carly Ray 
Grant Coordinato 
Surface Water Management 
Pierce County Planning and Public 
Works 
 

Christine Rolfes 
Washington State Senator, 23rd 
Legislative District 

Dr. Mary Ruckelshaus 
Director, The Natural Capital Project 
Stanford University 

William D. Ruckelshaus 
Former Director, U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency 
Former Acting Director, Federal 
Bureau of Investigation 
Former Deputy Attorney General, U.S. 
Department of Justice 
Recipient, Presidential Medal of 
Freedom  
 

Traci Sanderson 
Vice-Chair 
Snohomish Marine Resources 
Advisory Committee 

Al Schmauder 
Chambers Clover Watershed Council 

Dave Shreffler 
Restoration Ecologist 
Shreffler Environmental 

John Stein, Ph.D. 
Chair, Science Panel 
Puget Sound Partnership 

Alison Studle 
Executive Director 
Skagit Fisheries Enhancement Group 
 

Katharine F. Wellman, Ph.D. 
Marine Environmental Economist 
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Organizational Signatories 
 
Wendy McDermott 
Director, Rivers of Puget Sound and 
Columbia Basin 
American Rivers 
 

Clayton Lewis 
CEO & Co-Founder 
Arivale 

Dave Williams 
Director of Government Relations 
Association of Washington Cities 

Joth Davis 
Owner 
Baywater Shellfish Company 

Ginny Broadhurst 
Owner 
Blue Dot Consultants LLC 

Jill Johnson 
Chair 
Board of Island County 
Commissioners 
 

Duane Fagergren 
Owner 
Calm Cove Oyster Co LLC 

James Wheat 
President 
Captains Nautical Supplies 

Trish Rolfe 
Executive Director 
Center for Environmental Law & 
Policy 
 

Melissa Malott 
Executive Director 
Citizens for a Healthy Bay 

Nathaniel Jones 
Mayor Pro Tem 
City of Olympia, Washington 

Robert Putaansuu 
Mayor 
City of Port Orchard, Washington 
 

Deborah Stinson 
Mayor 
City of Port Townsend, Washington 

Marilyn Strickland 
Mayor 
City of Tacoma, Washington 

Mark Ozias 
Chair 
Clallam County Board of 
Commissioners 
 

Ed Bowlby 
Chair 
Clallam County Marine Resources 
Committee 

Jeff Ward 
Vice-Chair 
Clallam County Marine Resources 
Committee 

Nello Picinich 
Executive Director 
Coastal Conservation Association 
Washington 
 

Kevin Campion 
Captain 
Deep Green Wilderness 

Shawn Cantrell 
Northwest Director 
Defenders of Wildlife 

Steve Dubiel 
Executive Director 
EarthCorps 
 

Dave McCoy 
Owner 
Emerald Water Anglers 

Chris Wierzbicki 
Executive Director 
Futurewise 

E. Manuel Benevich 
Owner 
GaryManuel Salon 
 

Mike Hutchinson 
CEO 
GeoEngineers 

Bill Peloza & Marlla Mhoon 
Co-Chairs 
Green/Duwamish and Central 
Puget Sound (WRIA 9) Watershed 
Ecosystem Forum 
 

Frances Wood 
Chair 
Guillemot Research Group 

Daniel Hanson 
Owner 
HC Snail, LLC 

Scott Brewer 
Executive Director 
Hood Canal Coordinating Council 

W. Ron Allen 
Tribal Chairman & CEO 
Jamestown S'Klallam Tribe 
 

Kate Dean and David Sullivan 
Commissioners 
Jefferson County Board of County 
Commissioners 

Alex Draper 
Vice President - Global Marketing 
K2 Sports 

Fred Jarrett 
Senior Deputy County Executive, 
King County Executive Dow 
Constantine's Office 
King County, Washington 
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James Halliday & Mark Phillips 
Co-Chairs 
Lake Forest Park Streamkeepers 

Andy Rheaume 
Chair  
Lake Washington/Cedar/ 
Sammamish Watershed (WRIA 8) 
Salmon Recovery Council  
 

Chris Carson 
President 
League of Women Voters of the 
United States 

Ann Murphy 
President 
League of Women Voters of 
Washington 
 

Cindy Jayne 
President 
Local 20/20 

Jacques White 
Executive Director 
Long Live the Kings 

Frances G. Charles 
Chairwoman 
Lower Elwha Klallam Tribe 

Alan Varsik 
Director of Zoological and 
Environmental Education 
Metro Parks Tacoma/Point 
Defiance Zoo and Aquarium 
 

David Goldberg 
President 
Mithun 

Karen Affeld 
Regional Director 
North Olympic Development 
Council 

Harry Bell 
President 
North Olympic Timber Action 
Committee 
 

David Knutzen 
CEO 
Northwest Marine Technology, Inc. 

Peter Schrappen 
Vice President & Director of 
Government Affairs 
Northwest Marine Trade 
Association 

John Wolfe 
Chief Executive Officer 
Northwest Seaport Alliance 

Dick Marzano 
President of the Port of Tacoma, Co-
Chair of the Northwest Seaport 
Alliance 
Northwest Seaport Alliance 
 

Tom Albro 
Port of Seattle, Co-Chair of the 
Northwest Seaport Alliance 
Northwest Seaport Alliance 
 

Rich Childers 
Director 
Northwest Straits Commission 

Caroline Gibson 
Executive Director 
Northwest Straits Foundation 

Paul Fischbach 
President 
Northwest Swan Conservation 
Association 
 

Connie Gallant 
Board President 
Olympic Forest Coalition 

Adrian Miller 
Manager of Policy and Environment 
Olympic Resource Management 

Margaret Pilaro Barrette 
Executive Director 
Pacific Coast Shellfish Growers 
Association 
 

Bobbi Hudson 
Executive Director 
Pacific Shellfish Institute 

Ian W. Jefferds 
General Manager 
Penn Cove Shellfish 

Ryan Mello 
Executive Director 
Pierce Conservation District 

Paul McCollum 
Natural Resources Director 
Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe 

Ed Galligan 
Executive Director 
Port of Olympia 
 

Karen Goschen 
Executive Director 
Port of Port Angeles 

Leroy Hood, MD, Ph.D. 
Senior Vice President & Chief 
Science Officer 
Providence St. Joseph Health 
President 
Institute for Systems Biology 
 

Ron Garner 
President, Puget Sound Anglers State 
Board 
Puget Sound Anglers 
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Brian E. Allison 
President 
Puget Sound Crab Association 

Chris Wilke 
Executive Director 
Puget Soundkeeper Alliance 

Cynthia Dilling 
Member 
Quiet Skies Over San Juan County 
 

Bill Monahan 
Resource Unit Leader 
Rayonier, Inc.  

Crina Hoyer 
Executive Director 
RE Sources for Sustainable 
Communities 
 

Colleen Thompson 
Managing Director 
Regional Fisheries Coalition 

Jeff Benoit 
President & CEO 
Restore America's Estuaries 

Elsa Schwartz 
Senior Director of Restoration 
Restore America's Estuaries 

Jamie Stephens 
Council Member 
San Juan County 
 

Joseph Bogaard 
Executive Director 
Save Our Wild Salmon Coalition 

Felix Livni 
Founder/CEO 
Schedulista 

Robert Davidson 
CEO 
Seattle Aquarium 
 

Jessica Finn Coven 
Director 
Seattle Office of Sustainability & 
Environment 
 

Mami Hara 
General Manager & CEO 
Seattle Public Utilities 

Monte Marti 
District Manager 
Snohomish Conservation District 

Dave Somers 
Snohomish County Executive 
Snohomish County, Washington 

Eric Adman 
President 
Sno-King Watershed Council 

Amy Carey 
Executive Director 
Sound Action 
 

Rodney Pond 
Executive Director 
Sound Salmon Solutions 

Lance Winecka 
Executive Director 
South Puget Sound Salmon 
Enhancement Group 

Al Senyohl 
President 
Steelhead Trout Club of 
Washington 
 

David Burger 
Executive Director 
Stewardship Partners 

Steve Tharinger 
Washington State Representative, 
24th District 
Strait ERN LIO Co-Chair and 
Ecosystem Coordination Board 
Representative 
Strait Ecosystem Recovery 
Network, Local Integrating 
Organization, Strait Action Area 
 

Leonard Forsman 
Chairman 
Suquamish Tribe 

Bill Dewey 
Director of Public Affairs 
Taylor Shellfish 

Lawrence L. Reymann 
Board President 
The Environmental Science Center 

Mike Stevens 
Washington State Director 
The Nature Conservancy 
 

Laurie Valeriano 
Executive Director 
Toxic-Free Future 

Ande Finley 
Co-Founder & Chair 
Transition Lopez Island 

Rosendo Guerrero 
Chair, Washington Council 
Trout Unlimited 
 

Paul Kundtz 
Northwest Director 
Trust for Public Land 

Captain Dan Blanchard 
CEO & Owner 
UnCruise Adventures 

Jerry Masters 
Vice President/General Manager 
Valley Supply Company 
 

Frank Foti Patricia Graf-Hoke Shannon Murphy 
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President & CEO 
Vigor 

Director 
Visit Kitsap Peninsula 

President 
Washington Conservation Voters 
 

Jim Unsworth 
Director 
Washington Department of Fish and 
Wildlife 

Mindy Roberts 
People for Puget Sound Program 
Director 
Washington Environmental 
Council 
 

Mark Doumit 
Executive Director 
Washington Forest Protection 
Association 

Eric D. Johnson 
Executive Director 
Washington Public Ports 
Association  

Amy Hatch-Winecka 
Chair 
Washington Salmon Coalition - 
Lead Entities 

Eric Johnson 
Executive Director 
Washington State Association of 
Counties 
 

Ron Shultz 
Policy Director 
Washington State Conservation 
Commission 

Brian Bonlender 
Director 
Washington State Department of 
Commerce 

Maia D. Bellon 
Director 
Washington State Department of 
Ecology 
 

Hilary Franz 
Commissioner of Public Lands 
Washington State Department of 
Natural Resources 

John Floberg 
Executive Director 
Washington State Parks 
Foundation 

James W. Moyer 
Associate Dean for Research 
WSU College of Agricultural, 
Human, and Natural Resource 
Sciences 
Director of the Agricultural Research 
Center 
Washington State University 
 

Dr. John Stark 
Director 
Washington Stormwater Center 

Steve Hollenhorst 
Professor & Dean 
Huxley College of the Environment 
Western Washington University 
 

Kevin Godbout 
Director, Environmental Affairs 
Weyerhaeuser Company 

Eleanor Hines 
Chair 
Whatcom Marine Resources 
Committee 
 

Jim Wilcox 
Retired Chairman 
Wilcox Family Farms 

Kurt Beardslee 
Executive Director 
Wild Fish Conservancy 

David Livingston 
President 
Windward Press 

Dr. Alejandro Grajal 
President & CEO 
Woodland Park Zoo 

Heather Trim 
Executive Director 
Zero Waste Washington 
 

 


