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New Washdown Facility Opens New Avenue
to Economic Development
The Marine Trades Industrial Park (MTIP) has
completed the new washdown facility, a core
piece of its infrastructure. The new installation
will play a key part in attracting and keeping
tenants at the MTIP.

The washdown capability is crucial to any boat repair
company because boats must be pulled out of the water

and washed down before any significant maintenance can
take place – if there is no washdown facility, there is no shipyard. The existing washdown area could not effectively serve
larger vessels; also, the facility required temporary set-up for
each use and was very labor intensive to operate. The new
washdown is state of the art and was built to accommodate
vessels up to 175 feet long.

The washdown is also important for existing tenants
Westport and Platypus. Together with their heavy-duty

Travelifts (500 tons and 300 tons), the MTIP can attract and
keep marine trades companies. Other local marine trades
businesses will also benefit if they become MTIP tenants.
The total construction cost was $1,644,445. Washington
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The MTIP was built on the site of the former PenPly mill after
extensive environmental clean-up, paid for by a combination
of Exxon Mobile, Rayonier and Port insurance. The strategic
location of Port Angeles between the Pacific Ocean and
Puget Sound is attractive to boat building and repair companies in the Northwest, especially as urban centers become
crowded and more expensive. Jobs in the marine trades pay
well, and developing a strong marine industry in Clallam
County has long been an economic objective of the Port.
The new washdown facility at the Marine Trades Industrial
Park on the former PenPly site.
State Department of Commerce Community Economic Revitalization Board provided 42.5% of the project cost through
a low interest loan ($698,890) and 7.5% through a grant
($123,333). The other 50% ($822,222) of the project cost came
from the Port’s Capital Improvement Fund.
“Through interviews with marine trades companies, it was
clear that development of a Marine Trades Industrial Park
targeting large vessels would require a boat washdown
facility,” says Chris Hartman, the Port’s Director of Engineering.
“The word has gone out regionally, and several companies
have expressed interest in exploring tenancy at the MTIP.”
The Port’s investment in a boat washdown facility will help
open the door for expansion of local marine trades companies
as well as attract outside companies to locate here in Port
Angeles, resulting in more family wage jobs.
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Marine Terminal Stormwater Mitigation:
The Rain Garden Approach

A 3-stage rain garden has been built on the waterfront by Terminal
3 to capture runoff and treat it before its discharge into the harbor.
The system was based on a similar design in use at the Port of
Tacoma and was modified to suit our waterfront’s site characteristics. The facility was constructed this last summer (2018) and is
expected to meet all of DOE’s benchmarks.
The diagram below shows how the system works: Untreated runoff is pumped up to the top of Stage 1 and filters down through
pea gravel; it then proceeds by gravity to Stage 2 treatment.
Stage 2 is the rain garden, which uses a compost heavy soil mix
and wetland vegetation to filter out pollutants. Here the water
filters down through the soil mix and is collected in a perforated
pipe and flows to Stage 3. The water flows out a perforated pipe at
Stage 3 and filters through the polishing media before discharging
out to Port Angeles Harbor.
The rain garden was funded from the Port’s capital improvement
fund at a cost of about $2.3 million. It is operational now,
but still a work in progress. Currently pollution reduction
is between 80 and 90 percent.
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In keeping with Washington State Department
of Ecology (DOE) requirements, the Port has
adopted an innovative approach to industrial
stormwater mitigation.

Aerial view of the stormwater rain garden facility at
Marine Terminal 3.

