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FEMA & WSDOT Assess Fairchild
International Airport
On August 8 and 9, the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) and the Washington State Department of Transportation
(Aviation) (WSDOT) came to William R. Fairchild International
Airport to conduct the first joint Region 10 Airport Assessment.
WSDOT teamed with FEMA and together they chose the first five Washington State airports to be
assessed for emergency and staging preparedness. Fairchild was honored to be the first airport
selected to go through the assessment process and will become a federally-approved staging area
for regional disaster response after final assessment steps are completed in October.
Local leaders of area law enforcement, fire departments, EMS organizations, the Port, Washington
State military, WSDOT and FEMA convened at the airport using the Terminal Meeting Room to
participate in the exercise and contribute to the evaluation.
In the assessment, available facilities were reviewed for use as an incident command post, a
logistics staging area for personnel and equipment, and aeromedical evacuation staging. The
team looked at the east, west and general aviation ramps, the Rite Bros. facilities, the terminal
building, the airport manager’s office, taxiways, hangars and unimproved land.

WSDOT consultant Matt
Balder retrieves his drone
after one of the photo
mapping flights over the
runways and various
parking and building areas
at the airport.

Interviews were conducted with
local agency leaders. Pictured
below in the Police/Fire segment
are PAPD Corporal Dombrowski,
Elwha EMS Manager Glen
Roggenbuck, Clallam County
Undersheriff Ron Cameron,
PAFD Asst. Chief Mike Sanders
and Clallam 2 Fire Chief Sam
Phillips.

In one part of the assessment, each runway was closed for a period of 45 minutes in order to
complete a 3-D drone mapping project. A drone pilot/ photographer flew the pre-programmed
grid pattern and recorded baseline information regarding runway conditions together with
other useful data points. Then the photographs were processed and uploaded into a 3-D
application. Detailed photos like this provide an important baseline for comparison purposes in
the event of any significant disaster.
Fairchild is a vital link in this region’s disaster response and emergency response systems.
Emergency supplies could be flown into the airport on C-130s (large military cargo planes) or
helicopters for staging and distribution. The planes will also be used for emergency medical
(Continued on page 4)
evacuations.
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Port Angeles Yacht Club Going Strong at 125
The Port Angeles Yacht Club (PAYC) is
thriving as it celebrates 125 years of
yacht club activity.
Its history began in 1893 when several community
leaders and boating enthusiasts formed a yacht
club to promote and share their passion for boating.
PAYC is family oriented and currently has 150
adult members, many with young children, and is
growing annually. PAYC members own about 45
boats, most of them moored in the Port Angeles
Boat Haven and several at John Wayne Marina.
“We are advocates and ambassadors for boating,”
said Randy Volker, past Commodore. “Boat
ownership is not a requirement for membership.
Many of our members don’t own boats. Some
are prior boat owners, some want to learn
about boating prior to buying, and some are just
interested in participating in our social and boating
programs. Anyone who has an interest in boating or
water activities is welcome.”
Central to the operation and success of the Club
is its clubhouse facility, which is located on land
leased from the Port at the west end of the Boat
Haven. It was built by the members in the early
1960s. A major expansion was added in 2004, also
built by the members. Members use the clubhouse
almost every day and are on the marina’s docks
daily enjoying their boats and interacting with other
boaters. The members provide a service to the
boating community and the Port by their constant
presence on the waterfront and the knowledge and
experience they bring to the scene.

Angeles High School have an onsite teacher/
advisor to work with them and they compete in
area regattas. Additionally, these students have
the option to earn their “Letter” through this
program.
The yacht club received a Community Partner
Program grant from the Port in 2018 to support
the sailing program. The grant was used to
purchase an additional race-ready boat and
new safety equipment so that anyone could
participate, regardless of their ability to buy their
own equipment. The grant allowed the program
to triple its enrollment.
• Each summer PAYC hosts a week-long youth sailing camp. Participants meet from 9 am to 3 pm
every day for on-the-water instruction and excursions, such as sailing down to City Pier. They also
enjoy off-water games, activities and instruction.
Happy faces from this year’s camp can be seen
at https://www.facebook.com/portangelesyachtclub/
• Adult sailing lessons are offered on the club’s
29-foot Ericson sailboat. The focus is on teaching
safety in our local waters and building confidence
in the basics of sailing. Many participants go on to
purchase their own boats and some join the yacht
club, helping to grow and promote the sport
regionally.
The Club organizes cruises to many destinations
throughout the Northwest. These cruises provide

an opportunity for those new to boating or the area
to learn about the local waters from experienced
mariners. The Club also has strong relationships and
interactions with other yacht clubs through their
reciprocal program which provides free moorage to
visiting boaters and free moorage to its members
visiting other marinas and yacht clubs.
The Club holds social and boating events every
Friday. These events provide an opportunity to
socialize and share information and experiences
on boating. Local on the-water activities include
the weekly “Beer Can Races,” which provide an
opportunity to have fun sailing as a group in the
local waters, Junior Sailing, July 4th Boat Parade,
and Lighted Boat Parade.
The yacht club is growing as it gets out in the
community and lets people know about what PAYC
has to offer, such as their programs at events like
this year’s Maritime Festival. The Maritime Festival
evolved from the Club’s annual Water Activities
Open House and Port Angeles Waterfront Day. The
Club has been an advocate and partner with the
Port for this important annual community event.
The mission of the Port Angeles Yacht Club is
“Promoting Boating and Cruising.” They get people
on the water and have fun doing it. On October 5th
the Club will hold an Open House at the clubhouse
to celebrate 125 years of yacht club activity in Port
Angeles. To learn more about the Port Angeles
Yacht Club and its programs and community
service, please visit http://www.payc.org/

The club offers a number of popular programs that
are open the public, all run by dedicated volunteers.
Erika Hansen-Dahlin, club secretary and sailing
program director says, “Sailing can be a life-long
sport and we try to instill a love of being on the
water that will last whether they are young children
or adults.”
• The Junior Sailing Program is open to children
ages 12 through 18 and teaches the basics
of boating, sailing, and water safety with an
emphasis on having fun. Those who attend Port
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Yacht Club member boats are joined by other boats from the
marina for the annual July 4th Boat Parade along the Port
Angeles waterfront.

Junior Sailors enjoying some keel sailboat training on the
Club boat in Port Angeles Harbor.

The 2018 Maritime Festival:

A Good Time Was Had By All!
Photos, clockwise from left:
1) Several working and pleasure boats were open for tour on Sunday,
June 10 at the Port Angeles Boat Haven. 2) The public was treated to an
in-water rescue by theUnited Styates Coast Guard just off the City Pier. 3)
An aerial overview of the Maritime Festival at the Boat Haven. 4) The Navy
Band played for the crowd on City Pier. 5) Perfomers from the Lower Elwha
Klallam Tribe performed traditional songs and dances. 6) A bird’s eye view
of the Maritime Festival at the City Pier on Saturday, June 9. 7) The Lady
Washington and the Hawaiian Chieftain staged a mock sea battle in the Port
Angeles Harbor as part of one of their cruises that were made available for
purchase by the public.

2018 John Wayne
Marina Waterfront Day
This Port Pilot issue went to press three days before
John Wayne Marina Waterfront Day, so we hope to
have photos of the event in the next issue. The day
is sponsored by the Port and Jamestown S’Klallam
Tribe, and includes rowing and sailing races, Salish
canoe demonstrations, vendor and food booths,
and live music. The annual fundraiser, Reach and
Row for Hospice hosted by Sequim Bay Yacht Club,
will also be featured. Attendance is expected to be
high and enthusiastic – check back next issue for a
report on this soon-to-be annual event!
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FEMA & WSDOT Assess Fairchild

(Continued from page 1)

“In the event of a major disaster, William R. Fairchild International Airport could be a critical
component in FEMA Region 10’s logistical support efforts on the Olympic Peninsula,” said FEMA
Logistics Management Specialist Randy Branson. “During a major disaster, Fairchild may serve
as a federal staging area for life saving and life sustaining commodities such as food, water,
blankets, tarps, infant and toddler supplies, that can quickly be provided to survivors of the local
community.”
The Port is a key component in bringing local, state and federal assets together for the benefit
of the county’s long-range emergency planning. Fairchild is the linchpin of an effective and rapid
response to disasters of all kinds that could afflict the community.
“The recent FEMA assessment of William R. Fairchild Airport in Port Angeles was a welcomed
event. The Port of Port Angeles and specifically the airport operation, is a vital link to disaster
response and recovery in Clallam County and beyond,” said Ron Cameron, Clallam County
Undersheriff. “Having the Port as a partner in disaster preparedness contributed to confidence
among our populations that we are working together to ensure their safety.”

The airport terminal complex is pictured here after the still photos are
converted to a 3-D format providing excellent reference if needed to
assess damage

Dan Gase, the Port’s Airport and Real Estate Manager, had this to say: “The agencies were a
pleasure to work with during this entire process. We are fortunate to have such a professional
team approach when it comes to disaster preparedness.”

John Wayne Marina So Far – A Timeline
October 2017: Developer Ron Cole approached
Port Executive Director Karen Goschen about a
possible sale of John Wayne Marina (JWM) to his
company, Buffalo River Holdings of Bend, Oregon.
Ms. Goschen’s initial response was that the matter
would not go to the Commission unless it was a
serious offer.
October 2017 – March 2018: The Port sent Mr. Cole
public information about the marina including its
financials, drawings, studies, engineering reports
and other related documents on which to base a
potential proposal.
March 2018: Mr. Cole indicated he was interested
in submitting a proposal if the Port was willing to
receive one. The issue was then brought to the
attention of the Port Board of Commissioners
at its public March 13 board meeting. The
Commissioners discussed aspects of the possible
proposal and its ramifications. Ms. Goschen
emphasized to them that “we have not received a
formal offer,” but now was the appropriate time to
seek Commission direction on the potential offer.
June 7, 2018: A special meeting of the Port of Port
Angeles Board of Commissioners was held at the
City of Port Angeles Council Chambers to present
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to the Port Commission information regarding the
John Wayne Marina.
This special meeting was part of the first phase
of a three-phase process to decide whether the
Port should continue to own the John Wayne
Marina. The three phases were information
gathering, community outreach and final decision.
A questionnaire was distributed and also posted
on the Port’s website.
July 2, 2018: A series of three district Listening
Session were conducted in Forks (District 3), Port
Angeles, (District 2) and Sequim (District 1) to
gather public input regarding options for John
Wayne Marina. The sessions were facilitated by
Crossroads Consulting and included a Powerpoint,
a Q&A handout and the recording of all community
comments.
July 5, 2018: The questionnaire was closed and
the answers subsequently posted on the Port’s
website. The answers to questions raised in the
Community Listening Sessions were also posted.
July 12, 2018: A special meeting of the Port of Port
Angeles Board of Commissioners was held at the
City of Port Angeles Council Chambers to conduct

a recap of the three Listening Sessions and take
more public comment. At this meeting, the Board of
commissioners tabled a possible sale of the marina
to a private owner and directed staff to continue
exploration of other options for pubic ownership
such as the creation of a special parks district
to take over the marina. The Board also decided
against putting a county-wide tax levy on the
November ballot to raise funds for the replacement
of floats and other marina infrastructure when they
will need to be replaced in 2035.
To present: The Board of Commissioners and
staff are continuing to explore ownership and
maintenance options for the marina and will have
talks with the City of Sequim and the Jamestown
S’Klallam Tribe, among others. The complete
record of all documents and recordings can be
found at https://portofpa.com/385/John-WayneMarina-Public-Information
Connie Beauvais, President of the Port’s Board of
Commissioners, said. “JWM is an important asset
to the residents of the Sequim area. We want to
make sure we make the right decisions affecting
the sustained future of the marina while remaining
cognizant of the Port’s economic mission.”

